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"King Richard III." They alleged that they had been
engaged until the first of the June following. A test suit
was instituted by the malcontents and welcomed by Mans-
field. When the facts were presented the judge imme-
diately threw the case out of court, but had Mansfield lost
it would have been the signal for the combined armies of
Richard and Richmond to storm the royal exchequer.
But to what end ? It was empty.

Undaunted by the lack of popular interest in his
Richard or by the issue of "Master and Man," Mansfield
held his company together and secured the capital to
proceed to Chicago. He resumed his interrupted season
there at the Columbia Theatre with " King Richard III."
It was received with unalloyed enthusiasm. Then as
always Mansfield found in that great-hearted city the
support and inspiration which sustained him in many a
crisis. The second week of his stay was devoted to
"A Parisian Romance," the third to "Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde." These three plays with an occasional evening
of "Monsieur," now renamed "The Frenchman," were
the only ones in which he appeared during the tour.

From Chicago he went to the Olympic Theatre, St.
Louis, and while there news reached him of the cyclone
which had devastated the city of Louisville.    Thus early
in the new tour did misfortune overtake him for he was
booked to play in the Kentucky city the week begin-
ning March 31.   He tried to get a theatre in St. Louis in
order to devote the week to a series of performances for
the benefit of the sufferers, but failing in this project, he
took his company to Louisville and secured a rearrange-
ment of his booking by which he played at Macauley's
Theatre the week of April 7.    He and his associates spent
the idle week doing what they could for the strickenst who is thoroughlyash of his wonderful eyes."ration it
